2007 Fort Drum 

Army Family Action Plan Conference
Issues and Resolutions
Title: Corrective Eye Surgery for Spouses
Issue: Military insurance plans do not include corrective eye surgery for spouses.  Although this surgery is considered not medically necessary, it is available and often a choice Spouses may want to consider.  As a result, any spouse who chooses to have this surgery is required to pay out of pocket total costs.   

AFAP Recommendation: Corrective eye surgery for military spouses should be covered under military insurance.

1. Traditional health benefit plans generally exclude coverage for services related to any eye surgery mainly to correct refractive errors that otherwise can be controlled by either prescriptive lenses or contacts.  According to the TRICARE Policy Manual, 6010.54-M, dated 1 August 2002, refractive eye surgery (corneal sculpting) is considered not medically necessary unless part of treatment to correct congenital anomalies, or injury to the eye.

The corrective eye surgeries, or procedures involving corneal sculpting, specifically excluded under TRICARE are defined as follows:

	CPT Code
	      Term
	Definition

	65760
	Keratomileusis
	The surgical improvement of the refractive state of the cornea generally performed by lifting up the front surface of the eye by forming a thin hinged flap under which the shape of the cornea is changed by using an excimer laser or other surgical device.  This class of procedures includes Laser-Assisted In-Situ Keratomileusis (LASIK), Laser Epithelial Keratomileusis (LASEK), and Photorefractive Keratectomy (PRK).


	65765
	Keratophakia
	The surgical improvement of the refractive state of the cornea in which a slice of donor's cornea is shaped to a desired curvature and inserted between layers of the recipient's cornea to change its curvature.



	65767
	Epikeratoplasty
	The surgical improvement of the refractive state of the cornea in which a microkeratome is used to remove a layer of the patient's cornea and a donor prelathed cornea is sutured onto the surface of the recipient's cornea.



	65770
	Keratoprosthesis
	The surgical improvement of the refractive state of the cornea in which the central area of an opacified cornea is replaced by a plastic artificial transplant.



	65771
	Radial Keratotomy (RK)
	The surgical improvement of the refractive state of the cornea in which micro incisions (usually eight or fewer) are placed in a spoke pattern about the surface of the cornea.  




2.  Exceptions to this policy are authorization for Active Duty Soldiers to have corrective eye surgery only when vision is expected to improve to 20/40 or better.  Currently, priority for corrective eye surgeries is for Active Duty Soldiers:  first, those deploying to theaters of operation in support of the Global War on Terrorism; and second, to Active Duty Soldiers on a case-by-case basis.

3.  It is the intent of the Fort Drum AFAP to request a change to the TRICARE Policy Manual, 6010.54-M, dated 1 August 2002, to authorize refractive eye surgery as a covered benefit for Active Duty Family Members.  As an alternative, refractive eye surgery (corneal sculpting) should be offered to Active Duty Family Members as a cost-sharing of associated services. 

Agency Solution: Corrective eye surgery is considered an elective procedure and, therefore, is not covered by TRICARE. This issue cannot be resolved locally and will be sent to FORSCOM for 2008 FORSCOM AFAP Conference consideration.

Subject Matter Expert (SME): MEDDAC

Status: Complete

