2007 Fort Drum 

Army Family Action Plan Conference
Issues and Resolutions
Title: Antiquated and Inadequate Barracks

Issue: Currently 25% (1139) of Soldiers are living in crowded substandard World War II barracks. Many are two to three people per room. These Soldiers share communal showers and bathrooms. There are no common areas, kitchen, or air conditioning. Soldiers have no privacy and are put at increased risk of communicable disease.

AFAP Recommendation: Increase funding and expedite building of new barracks. Stop practice of putting 3 people per room, put only one person per room. Give Soldiers option (with financial counseling) to live off post.
Agency Solution: The new barracks construction program is aggressive. Three new barracks buildings will be completed within a month. Another 20 will be built over the next several years. The new 1+1 barracks for the battalions housed exclusively in WWII wood on South Post (EN, MP, EOD) are in the FY08 construction program. Occupancy at 1 Soldier per room will be provided as many of the new barracks are completed. Unaccompanied Soldiers, PVT through SGT, must live in the barracks. BAH cannot be authorized for these Soldiers to live off post until the entire installation permanent barracks inventory is occupied at 95% or more (AR 210-50). Over the past several years our permanent barracks occupancy has run between 45% to 75% depending upon unit deployment schedules. We’ve never surpassed 95%.
Subject Matter Expert (SME): Public Works

Status: Complete

