2007 Fort Drum 

Army Family Action Plan Conference
Issues and Resolutions
Title: Medical Support at Fort Drum

Issue: The medical facilities are not adequately meeting the needs of the current and growing populations. Medical providers are not meeting “access to care” standards. This results in a lack of preventative care, routine and specialized care for Soldiers and Families.
AFAP Recommendation: Build and staff a full hospital with in-patient, out-patient and specialized care. Utilize and expand existing military and community medical resources.
Agency Solution: It is not monetarily feasible to build and staff a full hospital; however, USA MEDDAC is expanding its existing facility to meet the increased primary care needs of Soldiers and Families to centralize many outpatient functions under one roof. $38M  project will add 44,500 sq ft and renovate 4,800 sq ft. Number of patient care rooms will be increased. Expansion will allow better support for auxiliary services by expanding their space and placing them in close proximity to the clinics they support. In addition, contracts have been let with 3 local hospitals to leverage their resources to provide specialty and inpatient care. Samaritan Medical Center is undergoing a multi-million dollar expansion and renovation project including: Parking garage, Patient tower, General renovations (radiology, outpatient services, maternity, and administration offices). Carthage Area Hospital completed a multi-million dollar construction project for the expansion of their maternity ward:8 labor and delivery rooms, nursery and Family visitor’s lounge, surgical center with four operating rooms, pre-op and recovery areas and Family visitors lounge, four bed coronary care unit with Family and visitors lounge, modern medical, surgical and pediatric care wing, expanded laboratory and radiology service area, renovated area for medical records, new MRI system, and expanded parking. Recently, HEALTHNET Federal Services has opened a civilian provider network clinic located on Post that provides Behavioral Health counseling and therapy to TRICARE beneficiaries. A child care center for short term child care is proposed for construction FY08 attached to the Guthrie Clinic and a refill pharmacy is being considered at the PX.
Subject Matter Expert (SME): MEDDAC

Status: Complete

