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Army Family Action Plan Conference
Issues and Resolutions
Title: Specific Religious Prayer to a Forced Audience
Issue: There are functions, events, and meetings which require mandatory attendance. A prayer is offered before such services without regard to who is in the room. There are many people who do not prescribe to specific religious preferences, and others who do (i.e. Jewish, Muslim, etc) which may conflict with the religious prayer offered.

AFAP Recommendation: Provide a disclaimer at the beginning of prayer for those with specific religious preferences so that they may remove themselves before prayer, if they so desire. Chaplain Corp prayer should not be directed with any religious specification to a forced audience.

Agency Solution: Commanders ensure the free exercise of religion within their respective commands. Chaplains offer non-faith group specific prayers that are sensitive to the needs of those present at official functions where attendance is mandatory.

Subject Matter Expert (SME): Installation Chaplain

Status: Complete

